Contractures in patients with Williams syndrome.
Williams syndrome is a multisystem disorder, including a characteristic facies and habitus. Intellectual, neurologic, and cardiovascular dysfunction occur; vascular disease may be progressive. Joint contractures affected 10 of a group of 20 children and young adults. In 3 of 10 patients, the contractures were severe enough to interfere with daily activities; in 3 the effect was only moderate. The contractures developed in early childhood and usually did not improve or worsen with time. Large and small joints were affected and usually were symmetrical. Their occurrence did not correlate with vascular disease. The contractures could not be attributed to a neurologic cause.